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Horse Australia 
International Farr iers and Blacksmiths Competition 
Rockhampton Showgrounds. Queensland. Australia 

 
 

Competition Format 
The competition is open format where competitors will accumulate points from all classes to 
determine the top eight competitors who will compete in a semi-final event.  The top five 
competitors will then compete in a final event to determine the winner. Finalists will retain the points 
earned from all events. All classes are individual classes. 
 
Awards 

·     Overall winner will receive a hand-forged sculpture made by Dan Davie. 
·      Place getters from 1st to 5th will receive prize ribbons.  

 
Pr ize Purse 

·  There is a guaranteed cash purse of AU $19,000  
·  Winner will receive $5000 
·  Runner-up will receive $2000 
·  Top five finalists will receive $1000 each 
·  The additional prize money will be spread over the competition and paid to third place. 
·  1st-50%, 2nd-30%, 3rd 20% 

 
Points will be awarded in individual events based on placing. 
Points for  all qualifying classes and semi-final and final (final to fifth place) 
 

·  1st – 8 points 
·  2nd – 7 points 
·  3rd – 6 points 
·  4th - 5 points 
·  5th – 4 points 
·  6th __ 3 points 
·  7th __ 2 points 
·  8th - 1 point 

 

Judge: Mr James Blur ton  (Wales)  
 

Jim Blurton, World Champion Farrier 2005, has been a practising farrier for 
over 25 years. His father was a farrier and encouraged him form an early age to 
follow in his footsteps. Originally based in Knockin, Jim quickly established 
himself as a one of the best farriers’  in the Shropshire district.  
 
It was wasn’ t long before he was winning competitions and representing Wales 
in International competitions. After moving to Forden, near Welshpool, Jim 
started to expand the Farrier business, taking on apprentices and qualified staff. 
In the last twenty years over 15 apprentices have learnt their trade with Forden Farriers, many of 
them going on to International competition themselves. 
 
Alongside this successful business Jim is regularly asked to lecture in the UK, Europe, Middle and 
Far East. He also runs consultancy clinics on shoe making and foot rehabilitation.  

As a practicing farrier Jim identified a need for high quality tools and started to develop his own 
branded range. He has introduced revolutionary new tools and has quickly established himself as one 
of the world’s leading suppliers of Top Quality Farrier Tools. 
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Horse Australia 
International Farr iers and Blacksmiths Competition 

General Rules 
 
Time L imits will be adhered to without exception. Any contestant exceeding the time limits will not 
have work submitted for judging. In the shoeing classes no further contact with the horse is permitted 
after time has been called. In the forging and blacksmithing classes the finished items are to be 
placed on the anvil and no further contact is permitted.  
 
Competition area is reserved for competitors and officials only. Any other person cannot enter the 
area at any time unless instructed by steward. Competitors may not cross into another competitors 
assigned area at any time during a class. No competitor  is to have any contact with other  persons 
either  physically or  verbally other  than the stewards dur ing competition. 
 
Steel will be supplied prior to each class. Only material supplied is to be used. Competitors are 
permitted to cut steel prior to starting event. If steel is burned another piece may be issued at the 
stewards discretion. 
Marking of steel in any form prior to start is not permitted.  
 
Horses will be drawn prior to the event. Competitors are permitted to pull shoes and clean feet prior 
to commencement of the class. Measuring of feet prior to the start of the class is permitted. Any 
mistreatment of horses will result in disqualification.  

 
Nails A selection of Mustad nails will be available including slim and regular E heads and the MX 
range for use for the shoeing events. Nails stipulated on the blueprints are Mustad nails. 
 
Equipment- The following equipment will be supplied: 
 

·  Coke forge with electric blower 
·  Fire tools 
·  O’dwyer workshop anvil set on bench with vice 
·  Water bucket 

 
Equipment supplied is the only equipment to be used. 
Competitors must remain at the assigned workstation during their class. If a breakdown of equipment 
occurs the steward is to be signalled and time will be stopped for that competitor and restarted when 
rectified. 
 
Tools are completely the competitor’s responsibility.  
Forming/swaging dies are not permitted. 
Electrical or mechanical tools are not permitted. 
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Scor ing will be by the following point system: 
 
Shoeing            
1 Foot Preparation …...10 
2 Shoe ……………......10 
3 Shoe Fit………….….10 
4 Nailing and Finish.....10 
 
Forging            
1  Forging…………......15  
2 Nail placement..........10 
3 Dimensions      .........10*  
4 Nail Fit.......................5 
5 Level..........................5 
6 Finish.....……….…...5  
*Shoes, which are more than 5mm each way from the specified measurements, will score zero with 
the shoe deemed unusable. 
 
Tong making 
1 Function/fit to stock.... 10 
2 Dimensions .................10 
3 Forging………............10 
4 Finish…………..…...  10 

 
Home Exhibit 
1  Forging……...20 
2 Appeal……….10 
3 Function…......10 
4 Finish……..…10   
 
Tie breakers 
In the case of a tie in scores, a tiebreak will be determined by the highest score in the first scoring 
category of each class. 
In the case where there is a tie to qualify for finals or to determine the overall winner the tie breaker 
is to be awarded to the highest point scorer in shoeing class 7. 
 
Any item made during the competition that is deemed unusable will not be submitted for judging. 
Eg. Severely burned, incorrect numbers of nail holes, missing components. 
 
In the case where two classes are performed within the same time frame then both items are to be 
completed, to be submitted for judging.  
 
No cleaning or finishing substances other than water are to be used in any event. 
 
Disqualification  
Failure to comply with the rule and regulations will result in immediate disqualification. 
 
Protests 
Competitors lodging a protest must do so in writing stating clearly the cause of complaint or appeal. 
A deposit of $50 is to accompany letter of protest and will be forfeited to Horse Australia if the 
complaint is not sustained. 
 
All items made dur ing the competition with the exception of class 8, will remain the proper ty of 
Horse Australia. 
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Horse Australia 
International Farr iers and Blacksmiths Competition 

Program of Events 
 
Wednesday 30th Apr il 2008 
 
All day airpor t pick up 
We will be available to pick up competitors from the airport. Organisers will check flight times 
coming into Rockhampton on this day. 
 
10:00am – 3:00pm  
Competitors Practice. Equipment will be set up in the competition arena for competitors to practice. 
Availability will be on a first come first served basis. 
 
06:30pm – 08:30pm.   
Registration and Competitors Br iefing. Competitors will be able to clarify any rules of the 
competition. The judge will also inform the competitors of requirements he may have. It is 
mandatory for competitors to attend this event. 
 
Thursday 1st May 2008 
 
07:00am – 04:00pm 
Forging/shoeing classes 
 
09:00am 
Deadline for presentation of blacksmithing home exhibit. 
 
Fr iday 2nd May 2008 
 
07:00am – 04:00pm 
Forging/shoeing classes 
 
Saturday 3rd May 2008 
 
07:00am – 04:00pm 
Forging/shoeing classes 
Semi final and final classes 
 
06:30pm 
Presentation Dinner . 
Awards and prize-money will be presented at this dinner. Set menu dinner. Bar available. Dress- 
Smart casual 
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Horse Australia 
International Farr iers and Blacksmiths Competition 

Events and Bluepr ints 
 

 
Forging Class 1/2: - Competitors are required to make both class 1, & class 2 

shoes together.  
 

Time limit 45minutes 
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Forging Class 3/4: - Competitors are required to make both class 3, and class 4 
shoes together.  

 
Time L imit 55minutes 

 
 

 
 

Forging Class 5: - Time limit 12 minutes 
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Forging Class 6: - Time limit 50 minutes 
 
Competitors are to make a pair of flat jaw tongs of their own style of choice 
according to specifications.  

 
 
Shoeing Class 7: - Time L imit 65 minutes. 
Make and fit front and hind shoe. Material: - 2 x 450mm x 20mm x 10mm flat 
bar. Shoes are to be ¾ fullered. Front shoe toe clipped, Hind shoe quarter clipped. 
 
 
Blacksmithing Exhibit: - Class 8 

 
FREE STANDING BOOK EASEL  

STYLE OF CHOICE ACCORDING TO SPECIFICATIONS 
DIMENSION ARE NOT TO EXCEED 550mm X 550mm 

IT IS TO HOLD A BOOK OR ALBUM EQUIVELENT TO 2 A4 SHEETS WHEN OPENED 
THE OPEN BOOK IS NOT TO RECLINE PAST 45 DEGREES 

 
(This is not a mandatory qualifying class and may be entered separately) 

 

Finals 
 

Time limit: - 60 minutes 
·  Shoe front foot with English concave stock of choice (various sizes 

available). Toe clip. 
·  Shoe hind foot with 20mm x 10mm flat stock. ¾ fullered, quarter clipped. 

 
 Both front and hind feet will be treated as individual classes with points awarded 

to both. 
 



Horse Australia International Farriers & Blacksmiths Competition  8 

 Horse Australia 
International Farr iers and Blacksmiths Competition 

Accommodation 
 
There are many hotels/motels in Rockhampton however  it is advised that 
competitors and visitors secure accommodation ear ly as rooms are quickly 
filled for  this event.  Below is a list of some motels within short walking 
distance to the competition venue. 
 
Bridge Motor Inn 
Cnr Albert & Bolsover Streets Rockhampton 
Phone: 1300 882 123 
www.thebridgemotorinn.com.au 

 
Regency on Albert 
28-34 Albert Street Rockhampton 
Phone:  4922 6222 
  
Cosmopolitan Motel 
Cnr Albert & Bolsover Streets Rockhampton 
Phone: 4922 4933 
Email: cosmo1@westnet.com.au 
  
Central Park Motel 
224 Murray Street Rockhampton 
Phone: 4927 2333 
Email: cenpark@bigpond.com 
  
Comfort Inn 
Cnr Albert & Alma Streets Rockhampton 
Phone: 4927 7433 
Email:  comfortinnrockhampton@bigpond.com 

   
Contacts 

Richard Hansen: - Ph: 61 (0) 7 3289 6897, Mobile: 61 (0) 419 676 284, email: 
hansenforge@bigpond.com 
Dan Davie: -Ph: 61 (0) 7 5483 1222, Mobile: 61 (0) 417 635 527. Email: 
blacksmith1@optusnet.com.au   
Dan Rowen: - Ph 61 (0) 7 4934 0431 email: tuffhoof@dodo.com.au�
�
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Horse Australia 
International Farr iers and Blacksmiths Competition 

Nomination Form 
 

Full nominations, includes entry to all events, gate pass, commemorative polo shirt, and tickets to 
the presentation dinner. Full payment must accompany nominations. 
 
Nominations can be paid by either of the following: 

·  Mail: Horse Australia Inc., P.O. Box 199, Rockhampton, Qld, 4700, Australia 
·  Fax: 61 (0) 7 4921 3787 
·  Online: www.horseexpo.com.au 

 

Nominations close 5:00pm, 31st March 2008 
Class Entry fee Cost 

Full nomination $300   
Home Exhibit $30   
Additional Shirt $30   
Additional Dinner Ticket $30   
Total     
 
Shir t size (Circle)    small          med             large             XL           XXL 
 
Name of competitor: _____________________________________ 
Postal address: __________________________________________ 
  __________________________________________ 
  __________________________________________ 
 

Phone #………………………………………………………… 
Email…………………………………………………………… 
 

Circle method of payment 
Credit Card  Cheque/Money Order  
 

Credit Card no. _______________________________________ 
Expiry date ______/_______ 
Name of cardholder ___________________________________ 
Amount ________________ 
Signature ____________________________________________ 
 
I agree to abide by the rules of the competition and compete at my own risk. Horse 
Australia or any of its affiliates will not be held responsible for any personal and 
property loss or damage.  
 
Signature: _________________________ Date:  _____/______/_____  


